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SUPREME COURT 



 

Article-124 

“There shall be a Supreme Court of India” 

 

 

•Its decision is binding on all courts 

 

•Independent and powerful court 

 

•Whole judicial administration is organised  

and run in accordance with 

its orders and rules 



Composition: 

 
One Chief Justice and 30 judges 

 

Appointment: 

 
Article-124(2)- Appointed by President of India,  

Usually on the senior-most of the Judges of Supreme Court 

 

Constitutional provision for appointment judges: 

 

Chief Justice shall consult a Collegium of four senior-most judges of 

Supreme Court and make it clear that even if two judges give adverse 

opinion, he shall not make recommendation of that name to the government 

 



Ad-hoc judges: 

 

If the number of judges is insufficient to hold the quorum 

 

 

Retired judges: 

 

Retired judges of Supreme/High Court can be appointed, when 

needed 

 

 

 

For their appointment, approval of President is necessary 



Qualifications: 

 
Citizen of India 

 

Worked as judge of High Court/two or more High Courts for 5 years 

 

OR 

 

Practised in High Court for at least ten years 

 

OR 

 

He in the opinion of the President is a distinguished jurist 

 

Tenure 

 
5 years or 65 years of age, whichever is earlier 



POWERS AND FUNCTIONS 
 

Original Jurisdiction: 

 

Disputes between Union Government and one/more states 

Disputes between the Union Government and State Government of 

one/more states on one side and other state on the other side 

Disputes between two or more states 

 

 

Exceptions: 

 
Political disputes among different states 

Disputes related to distribution of water of inter-state rivers 

Disputes related to the treaties/agreements entered in to before the 

enforcement of Constitution 



 

Appellate Jurisdiction: 

 
Can hear appeal against the decision of High Courts, both in civil and criminal cases 

 

 

 

Advisory Jurisdiction: 

 
President can refer any question of law or fact concerning any matter of public and 

constitutional significance for advice 

 

Supreme Court is bound to give advice 

 

President is not bound to accept advice 



Jurisdiction in respect of Fundamental Rights: 

 
Under Article-32, Supreme Court can issue the following writs: 

•Habeas corpus 

•Mandamus 

•Certiorari 

•Prohibition 

•Quo warranto 

 

Disputes of election of President/Vice-President: 

 
Can be directly taken to Supreme Court 



Power to interpret and protect the Constitution: 

 
Can reject any Act of legislature/Executive which it finds unconstitutional 

Can determine constitutional validity of the Acts which are  

challenged before it  

 

As a Court of record: 
 

Its decisions and judicial proceedings are recorded for perpetual memory 

 

Power to review its own judgement: 

 
Can review its own decision 



Administrative Functions: 

 
Supervises the lower courts and makes rules/procedures for them 

 

Appoints other staff working in Supreme Court 

 

Makes rule/regulations for advocates working in Supreme Court 

 

Miscellaneous Functions: 

 
In the absence of President and Vice-President, Chief Justice of India 

acts as the President 

 

Investigates charges against members of UPSC 

 

Any sitting judge can be appointed to any Commission constituted for 

enquiring into any scandal/case 

 

 



 

Removal by Impeachment: 
 

On grounds of “proven misbehaviour” or “incapacity” 

 

 

Method: 

 
Majority of both Houses of Parliament  

and 

 2/3rd majority of members present and voting of both 

Houses of Parliament 

 


